
“I WANNA LIVE 
A FULL LIFE”

-syringe exchange participant in Honolulu

Source: https:/ / www.hepfreehawaii.org/ news/ hep-c-voices-report

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/hep-c-voices-report




Hepatitis B and C account for 2 
out of 3 of liver cancer cases in 

Hawaiʻi Hawaiʻi has higher rates of liver 
cancer and deaths compared to 

U.S.

Sources: Wong et al, AJS 2015; CDC, Cancer Statistics 2018

Hepatitis Burden in Hawaiʻi



Underserved Communities in HI

In 2020, ~6400 
houseless people 
at risk for hep A

• 1 in 10 LGBT students have 
injected drugs (hep C risk)

• 6 in 10 LGBT students had 
condomless sex (hep B 
risk)

Sources: Point in 
Time count 2020; 
HHDW; Census 
2018, 2020 

• More than 50% people identify as 
Asian or Pacific Islander

• ~1 in 5 people in HI are born 
outside the US

• DOH project data finds 6% Hep B 
positive among Micronesians



• Adults over 18 years 
old should be tested

• 1.1 million people in 
HI should be 
screened 

• 67% of syringe 
exhange participants 
are Hep C antibody 
positive

• For participants under 
30 years old, Hep C 
positivity is 31%

• All incarcerated 
persons should be 
tested

• 1 in 4 incarcerated 
persons were Hep C 
positive in HI in 2010

Sources: Census 
2020; Salek et al, 
IJDP 2017; Bauman 
et al, HJMPH 2010

Hepatitis C in Hawai’i



Local People, Local Stories





Newest Stories



“Love in Translation”

 Now out! Okeeʻs story on 
Youtube– English or Korean
subtitles

 Released for World Hepatitis Day 
on July 28, 2023

 Watch video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=vk8LfPIQYYQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vk8LfPIQYYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7-7CS1M5qk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vk8LfPIQYYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vk8LfPIQYYQ


WE SAVE LIVES 



https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/


https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721

Hawaiʻi residents with 
hepatitis C

died 20 years earlier
on average, compared to rest 

of state from 2016-2017. 

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721


https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721

Hawaiʻi has the highest proportion of 
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, and 
Asian deaths among HCV-listed deaths (2016-
2017), compared to other states. 

https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/71/5/1149/5581721


WE SAVE LIVES 





HFH 
TIMELINE



HFH 
TIMELINE



Strategy Process 

Launch •45 people 
in 2019

Meetings 
•160 

people 
over 1 year

Strategy
•World 

Hep Day 
2020



Fail Fast and Amplify Good



Values in Practice

Harm 
Reduction Social Justice Intersectionality Aloha



Values in Practice



Mission and Vision
Mission

• To empower Hawaiʻi ʻohana to promote liver health and wellness
• To raise awareness and increase access for the prevention, diagnosis, and 

treatment of liver disease, especially viral  hepatitis and related harms
• To erase stigma, social and racial inequity, and health disparities 

surrounding communities affected by liver disease

Vision
• To create a Hawaiʻi free of hepatitis and other liver disease
• To promote liver health by integrating culturally appropriate services 

within a comprehensive system of care



Hep Free 2030 Priorities



Priority 1: Awareness and Education



Join 
Hep C ECHO
oCase-based learning for 
providers and team members 
from experts

oMondays (12-1:30 pm HST) until 
November 20

o55-60 attendees at first two 
sessions

oRegister and present a case

https://redcap.jabsom.hawaii.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=WHC9XN89HK4RWJ3R
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aRbBICJ4oF1NtTwfWkylwDEn10ypbM4n/view?usp=drive_link
https://redcap.jabsom.hawaii.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=WHC9XN89HK4RWJ3R


SOCIAL MEDIA WEBSITE 
REVIEW

LANGUAGE 
ACCESS



Priority 2: Access to Services



HCV Reflex at Labs
 CDC guidance on HCV 

reflex (July 2023)

 DOH following up with 
CLH and DLS to promote

 Discussed best practice 
with Ku Aloha Ola Mau 
after HCV ECHO session 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7228a2.htm?s_cid=mm7228a2_w


HBV VACCINES 
AT 

PHARMACIES

HCV/MOUD 
CARE COORD

HCV IN 
JAILS/PRISONS



Priority 3: Policy at All Levels



Removal of HCV Prior Auths

Confirmed no policy changes at 
health plans or MedQUEST, 
despite memo from Dec 2022

To send letter to Governor, 
Dept. of Health, MedQUEST

REQUEST: Sign on by Sept. 
29



LEGISLATIVE 
BRIEFING

STATE HEALTH 
IMPROVE PLAN

OPIOID 
SETTLEMENT 

FUNDS



Priority 4: Equity in Everything



Micronesian Education 

 Talk Story with Women of the 
Pacific and the partners in August

 Six couples and 7 others 
attended at Ala Moana Park.

 Requested by couple living with 
hep B who wanted friends and 
family to learn. 



STORYTELLING
PWUD 

COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY

TRANSGENDER 
MATERIALS



Priority 5: Data for Decision-Making



Voices of PWUD

 DOH report featuring “talk 
story” interviews w PWUD on 
HCV treatment

 Developed infographic with DOH

 https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/
news/hep-c-voices-report

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/hep-c-voices-report
https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/hep-c-voices-report


DOH 
SURVEILLANCE

FQHC CARE 
CASCADES

MORTALITY 
REPORTS



Elimination Projects List

CLICK HERE
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J9-e8THlvQsRPdy-jfQtdhkkUT-

QzWqO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117538010742265597442&rtpof=true&sd=true

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J9-e8THlvQsRPdy-jfQtdhkkUT-QzWqO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117538010742265597442&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J9-e8THlvQsRPdy-jfQtdhkkUT-QzWqO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117538010742265597442&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J9-e8THlvQsRPdy-jfQtdhkkUT-QzWqO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117538010742265597442&rtpof=true&sd=true


Conferences & 
Publications
 Review (and suggest edits) to list at 

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/publ
ications 

 Global! World Hepatitis Summit 
Abstracts due September 29

 Local! Hep B Screening among Long-
Line Fishermen in Honolulu Harbor

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/publications
https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/publications
https://worldhepatitissummit.org/abstracts/
https://worldhepatitissummit.org/abstracts/
https://app.box.com/s/4s1ka59mn9f42v4uyr6bz3frvg45hbq8
https://app.box.com/s/4s1ka59mn9f42v4uyr6bz3frvg45hbq8


CALL TO ACTION

JOIN
COALITION

JOIN A 
WORKGROUP

GIVE 
FEEDBACK

USE YOUR 
VOICE

FOLLOW ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA



NOT MUCH TIME?
Read our one-page summary 

of the plan here!

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/hep-free-2030
https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/hep-free-2030
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